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Check off these items as you review your Senior Paper – 1st Draft or final paper prior to submission!
· Fonts – Use Times New Roman (my favorite) or Arial throughout your paper – 12 point font. No exceptions. Only Bold Main and Sub Headings. Only italicize journal names.
· Outline – Make sure that all points in your paper are included in your Outline. Use an accepted method of outlining. Outlines should be single-spaced and include one word or very short phrases. Do not include sentences or thesis statements in your Outline
· Abstract – Your final abstract should be between 275-300 words and highlight each topic in your paper. You should not have your thesis or purpose statement in the Abstract
· Key Words – 6-10 Key Words that highlight or illustrate your paper. These key words or very short phrases should be found in your paper. Do not provide definitions of words and do not duplicate acronymns and short phrases (For example: ARDS, Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome)
· Introduction – Your introduction should “tell us what you are going to tell us” in your paper, approximately 275-300 words. You should have your Purpose Statement for your paper in the Introduction.
· In-text citations – These must be numeric and in superscript: 1, 2, 3 All in-text citations must be placed after punctuation and quotation marks.”3 Do not use Roman numerals or brackets. Do not list authors or referenced journals in the body of the paper – only in the Reference section. Do not put in-text citations at the end of each sentence; only at the end of each paragraph or after direct quotes. To learn how to put items in superscript, go to this web page: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/make-text-superscript-or-subscript-HP010014406.aspx 
· Paper length – You must have sufficient content that goes beyond a minimal review of the topic to receive a decent score. In some prior papers, students provided information that was easily found on Wikipedia or other such sources. This is a research paper and you should use peer-reviewed sources to support your comments. You should additionally focus your paper with a clinical viewpoint and make recommendations based upon your findings. At the end of each paragraph, you should discuss clinical relevance. The body of the paper must be 10-12 pages in length.
· Figures/Tables - Any figures or tables should be listed and referred to in your paper. Do not let these items “speak” for you. In some prior papers, figures/tables were overused. When in doubt, take the information and write about it in a narrative form and get rid of the figure or table.
· Summary – The Summary should review major topics, findings and recommendations. Make sure to relate back to the Thesis or Purpose Statement found in your Introduction. The summary should be 275-300 words.
· References – It is your responsibility to ensure that all References are written in AMA. Review the guides for more on this. In addition, your journals should be abbreviated using the Medline guide. These reference tools are in the Course Information section of the course site. All References must be found as in-text citations within the body of your paper. I will check this against the Plagiarism Checker, which was already provided to you with your first draft.
· Quoted Material – Review the Plagiarism Checker (PC) document from your first draft. ALL quoted material must be enclosed with quotation marks and referenced. If you do not enclose direct quotes (even partial sentences) with quotation marks and provide an in-text citation, your paper will be penalized or rejected.
· Proofread, Proofread, Proofread! – Your final submission should be proofread. Use Word’s Spell Checker and Grammarly to help you. If you have trouble with writing, I recommend you get a family member, friend or colleague to help you with this task.
· Format, Format, Format! – Your paper should be formatted properly: One font throughout, proper Main and Sub Headings, proper spacing between entries. I want nothing else in your submission. 
· Filename – Your final submission should be your First Initial and Last Name followed by Final. For example: RRoberts Final

Last Notes from Robbie…
I’ve enjoyed having each of you in this class. Remember, leaders are readers! Keep reading from the current literature and make a difference in your workplace and the industry. 
I KNOW that you have been challenged by the process of writing the Senior Paper. Very few of us will become researchers; however, the skills you’ve learned from the process will enable you to critique articles and choose what is best in the current literature to make positive changes in your workplace
My 11th grade French teacher wrote this in my yearbook: “Commencements sont toujours les difficiles” or “Beginnings are always difficult.” As some of you graduate and move on to graduate school or career opportunities, remember that you are responsible for your impact on your world – your family, your friends, your co-workers, your communities.
My best to you all…
Robbie 
